Cleary Gottlieb acquires Springbok AI to strengthen legal tech innovation
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Cleary Gottlieb has acquired Springbok AI, a London-based generative AI company, as part of a push to embed advanced data science directly into its legal practice. The move, announced in March, reflects a growing trend of law firms building in-house AI capabilities rather than relying solely on third-party vendors.
Springbok, founded by CEO Victoria Albrecht, is known for its proprietary SpringLaw platform. Its team of 10 AI engineers and data scientists will join Cleary to develop bespoke tools for legal workflows, including AI-powered summarisation, data automation and advanced analytics. Cleary managing partner Michael Gerstenzang said the acquisition distinguishes the firm by enabling it to tailor solutions to the specific demands of legal work.
Ilona Logvinova, Cleary’s director of practice innovation, said the firm is pursuing a dual strategy of developing internal tools while maintaining partnerships with external vendors such as Stockholm-based Legora. She described legal work as fundamentally “document intensive, where words are data points,” making AI central to efficiency and insight.
The move follows sector-wide trends. Simmons & Simmons bought legal engineering company Wavelength in 2019, later using its expertise to create tools that streamline complex reviews such as comparing large volumes of witness statements. Wavelength co-founder Drew Winlaw, now Simmons’ global LLM lead, described such acquisitions as vital for adapting quickly to breakthroughs like ChatGPT.
Demand for AI and data science skills in law is intensifying. Alex Brown, head of technology, media and telecoms at Simmons, described recruitment as “febrile,” with top firms including Freshfields, Linklaters and Slaughter and May hiring for in-house AI teams.
Yet traditional legal expertise remains central. Donna Harris, global director of legal recruiting at Cleary, stressed the enduring importance of legal judgment, leadership and resilience. Dan Hunter, dean of King’s College London’s Dickson Poon School of Law, similarly argued that lawyers should understand AI in practice without needing to be programmers.
Rather than reducing demand for lawyers, AI may expand it. Gareth Stokes, global co-chair of technology at DLA Piper, said automation frees lawyers from routine tasks, enabling them to focus on more complex and strategic work. Douwe Groenevelt, founder of consultancy Viridea, suggested data science expertise will become a decisive competitive edge in recruitment and strategy.
Cleary continues to invest in innovation through initiatives such as ClearyX, a platform combining people, process and technology to reimagine service delivery. The acquisition of Springbok builds on this by embedding AI into day-to-day operations, reinforcing Cleary’s position as a leader in legal tech.
As AI becomes more deeply entwined with legal practice, law firms face the challenge of integrating powerful new tools while preserving the irreplaceable qualities of skilled legal professionals. Those that strike this balance are poised to shape the future of responsible, AI-powered legal services.
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