Government doubles AI procurement framework to £480m in bid to scale public sector use
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The UK government has extended and expanded its Artificial Intelligence Dynamic Purchasing System (AI DPS), a procurement framework designed to improve public sector access to AI technologies. Managed by the Crown Commercial Service (CCS), the AI DPS will now run until early 2029 with a revised value of £480 million, up from £240 million.
The move signals growing demand for AI capabilities across central government, local authorities, the NHS and charities. Since its launch in 2022, the framework’s flexible model has enabled nearly 600 suppliers to join, fostering a competitive AI marketplace.
Covering four service areas – AI consultancy, deployment of tools, specialist partnerships, and sector-specific technologies such as diagnostic software – the framework supports both first-time and advanced users. Public sector buyers can engage suppliers for discovery, licensing, customisation and ongoing support.
The CCS has invited new suppliers to apply, noting the framework’s open, adaptable design enables the public sector to procure AI services in a fast-moving field. Its dynamic structure contrasts with traditional static frameworks by allowing continuous entry and adapting to evolving technologies.
Extending the AI DPS offers long-term continuity for government departments seeking to scale AI initiatives. The Home Office has also launched a market engagement for an AI Infrastructure Delivery Partner, reinforcing momentum behind centralised investment in AI infrastructure.
The government said the expansion aligns with its wider ambition to foster responsible AI adoption as outlined in the Prime Minister’s AI Action Plan. By encouraging innovation and maintaining oversight, the AI DPS aims to deliver practical benefits across public services while supporting the UK’s leadership in ethical AI.
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