Bristol–Bath tech corridor surges with nuclear, AI and cyber-security investment

[image: ]
The Bristol and Bath region is seeing a wave of strategic investment across energy, AI and secure infrastructure, with projects that could create thousands of skilled jobs and strengthen the UK’s innovation base.
At Berkeley, Chiltern Vital Group has acquired the 40-acre former power station and science park, planning a “nuclear centre of excellence” in partnership with Rolls-Royce, the University of Bristol and tech firms including Astral Systems and Quantum Leap Energy. Astral is developing compact fusion devices to make medical isotopes, while Quantum Leap is targeting advanced fuels such as HALEU and lithium-6. Both ventures remain subject to regulatory and financing milestones.
In Bristol, data and AI consultancy DATA3 has secured a £200,000 South West Investment Fund loan via FW Capital to expand its team and capabilities. The seven-year-old firm has delivered over 300 projects and aims to translate its data expertise into local job creation.
Bath has seen two major moves: VoIP provider Gradwell Communications was acquired by Onecom, backed by LDC, to integrate Gradwell’s hosted voice and unified-comms platforms into a national operation; and cyber-hardware company Blueskytec raised £1.5m from Maven Capital Partners to scale its “bump in the wire” devices for protecting operational technology in critical infrastructure.
Meanwhile, Innovate UK Business Growth at Business West has launched a Secure Innovation Security Review Scheme, offering early-stage firms subsidised security reviews and Cyber Essentials vouchers to bolster defences against advanced threats.
Analysts say the mix of private capital, public-sector support and university links is turning the West Country into a model for place-based innovation. Challenges remain — from fusion regulatory hurdles to manufacturing scale-up for hardware — but the momentum suggests the Bristol–Bath corridor could play a pivotal role in the UK’s ambitions for safe fusion, trustworthy AI and resilient industrial security.
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