Yorkshire AI startups set for major lift with £100m fund launch
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AI innovation in Yorkshire is gaining momentum with the launch of the Oberon Yorkshire AI EIS Fund, a multi-million-pound initiative designed to support and accelerate AI-led startups in the region. Developed by London-based investment firm Oberon in partnership with Yorkshire AI Labs LLP, the fund marks a concerted push to establish Yorkshire as a leading force in UK artificial intelligence.
The fund reflects rising investor confidence in Yorkshire’s potential, underpinned by its industrial heritage, strong tech ecosystem and world-class research institutions. Targeting early-stage AI firms across Northern England, the initiative plans to invest up to £100 million in sectors such as manufacturing, healthcare, transport and financial services—industries set to benefit significantly from AI integration.
Yorkshire AI Labs, based in Sheffield, brings a distinctive model to the venture. As the fund’s operating partner, it combines capital with sweat equity, offering hands-on expertise from a team that includes Silicon Valley veterans and cloud technology pioneers. With experience across IPOs and M&A deals worth billions, the firm adds critical depth to Yorkshire’s growing AI scene.
Beyond investment, the fund promotes collaboration between entrepreneurs and investors, aiming to create a dynamic innovation environment that retains local talent and builds long-term capacity. At least four regional AI businesses are expected to receive funding within the next 18 months, highlighting a focus on quick, tangible impact.
The initiative mirrors a national shift towards supporting regional AI ecosystems. Rather than concentrating solely on established centres like London, the fund targets areas where AI can deliver practical, high-value solutions—whether by enhancing industrial processes, improving healthcare systems or transforming logistics and finance.
This strategy underlines a broader ambition: to make the UK a leader in responsible AI development by drawing on the strengths of its regions. Yorkshire’s rise as a centre of AI innovation shows the power of combining financial investment with deep technical expertise and collaborative networks.
While scaling AI ventures and sustaining long-term ecosystems remains a challenge, the Oberon Yorkshire AI EIS Fund offers a promising model. With the right mix of resources and support, Yorkshire is well placed to help shape an AI-driven future that delivers inclusive economic growth and real-world benefits.
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