Edinburgh to host UK’s most powerful supercomputer with £750m investment
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Scotland is set to become a major technology hub with the announcement of a £750 million investment to build the UK’s most powerful supercomputer at the University of Edinburgh. Chancellor Rachel Reeves confirmed the funding, part of the UK Government’s wider strategy to expand artificial intelligence capabilities.
The move comes days after Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer unveiled a £1 billion plan to boost the UK’s AI computing power twentyfold. The Edinburgh supercomputer will form a key pillar of this initiative, aimed at accelerating scientific research and development across medicine, energy and AI safety.
Peter Kyle, Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology, said Edinburgh’s legacy of innovation made it a natural choice for the new system. He cited Scotland’s contributions from the industrial revolution to modern tech as a foundation for future breakthroughs.
Reeves said the project would play a central role in Scotland’s economic renewal. “Strong investment in science and technology is essential to delivering prosperity for working people,” she said. The supercomputer will support the AI Research Resource, a national network of computing infrastructure for high-level scientific inquiry.
The funding reinstates a previous £750 million commitment and underscores a renewed focus on the UK’s AI and R&D capabilities. Academics and industry leaders have welcomed the move as a vote of confidence in Britain’s tech future.
The Edinburgh machine will also form part of a £900 million programme to expand national computing capacity. Set to begin installation in 2025, the system is expected to be 50 times more powerful than current UK supercomputers, advancing the country’s pursuit of exascale computing.
Government officials said the investment responds to growing international competition in AI and supports recommendations from venture capitalist Matt Clifford, whose upcoming AI action plan calls for improved GPU access across public services and research.
By anchoring this flagship system in Edinburgh, the UK aims to cement its global AI standing while creating high-skilled jobs and driving economic growth. The project reinforces Edinburgh’s position as a centre of technological leadership and underlines the role of innovation in addressing society’s most pressing challenges.
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