Starmer uses London Tech Week to launch £1bn AI skills and infrastructure drive
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The UK’s £10 billion science and technology investment ecosystem is entering a new phase, as Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer this week announced a £1 billion push to scale AI skills and infrastructure. Speaking at London Tech Week, Starmer set out plans to expand the country’s AI compute capacity twentyfold by 2030 and deliver training to more than seven million workers.
The announcement comes as early-stage ventures mature into global players, supported by a strong venture capital market and a consistent pipeline of research talent from UK universities. London remains a key tech hub, attracting 175 new companies in 2022 and ranking second globally for foreign direct investment in digital technology. The value of its tech ecosystem rose from $70 billion in 2014 to $621.5 billion in 2023.
Starmer’s plans include a national AI curriculum for secondary schools and the launch of TechFirst, a new initiative to equip one million pupils with digital skills. Partnerships with major employers aim to integrate AI training across sectors, addressing a persistent skills gap as only half of the workforce report receiving any AI-related training.
The push to widen access reflects a broader trend. Outside London, regions such as Yorkshire and Humber reported a 20 percent rise in venture capital investment during a global slowdown, while Welsh tech firms saw an 8.7 percent increase. The UK Innovation & Science Seed Fund has now backed more than 90 early-stage businesses and drawn £700 million in private investment.
Government support is concentrated through the UK Research and Innovation Technology Missions Fund, which will invest £320 million over three years into AI, quantum computing and engineering biology. The fund focuses on long-term capability in areas such as disease diagnosis, sustainable manufacturing and healthy ageing.
Starmer said the goal is to match innovation with public benefit, using AI to strengthen public services and economic resilience. With a blend of targeted investment, expanded training and strategic partnerships, the UK is positioning itself not just to compete in AI, but to lead.
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